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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 3255 

DEPARTMENT FOR ARA/ECA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM. OEXC, (YOFRE, JUAN BAUTISTA) 

SUBJECT: UNDER SECRETARY RICARDO YOFRE "ON LEAVE" ABROAD 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 2621 

1 . RICARDO YOFRE, UNDER SECRETARY OF THE 
PRESIDENCY, TELEPHONED EMBASSY A LITTLE OVER 
A WEEK AGO TO CONFIRM THAT HE WAS LEAVING 
THE COUNTRY ON A "VACATION TRIP" ABROAD. 

HE SAID HE PLANNED TO VISIT RIO DE JANEIRO 
AND FROM THERE TRAVEL TO THE US, WHERE HE 
WOULD SPEND PART OF HIS STAY IN WASHINGTON. 

HE DECLINED OUR OFFER TO FACILITATE 
APPOINTMENTS FOR HIM IN THE US, SAYING HE 
WAS STRICTLY ON PRIVATE TRAVEL. HE SAID 
HE PLANNED TO RETURN TO ARGENTINA AROUND 
THE END OF MAY. 

2. YOFRE'S COMMENTS TO US BEFORE DEPARTING LEAD US TO 
BELIEVE THAT HIS DECISION TO TRAVEL ABROAD IS A 
CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATEST BOMB ATTACK AGAINST HIS HOUSE 
(SEE MEMCON DATED APRIL 4, 1978). THE EDITOR OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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"CONFIRM ADO" MAGAZINE, WHO IS WELL-CONNECTED POLITICALLY, 

TOLD US THAT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE DECIDED THAT YOFRE 
SHOULD TAKE HIS TRIP AFTER CONSULTING INTERIOR MINISTER 
HARGUINDEGUY, WHO ADVISED THE PALACE THAT HE WAS UNABLE 
TO GUARANTEE THAT THERE WOULD NOT BE ANY FURTHER ATTACKS 
AGAINST YOFRE— PRESUMABLY BY ELEMENTS WITHIN THE ARMED 
FORCES WHO OPPOSE PRESIDENT VIDELA'S "POLITICAL PROPOSAL." 
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THERE ARE ALSO RUMORS IN POLITICAL CIRCLES THAT YOFRE 
MAY NOT RETURN TO HIS POST AND PERHAPS MAY BE OFFERED 
AN AMBASSADORSHIP INSTEAD. 

3. EMBASSY IS SEEKING TO LOCATE DR. YOFRE'S BROTHER, 

JUAN BAUTISTA TO DETERMINE HIS POSSIBLE QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR A STUDY GRANT TO THE US. BEFORE DEPARTING THE 
COUNTRY. YOFRE URGED US AGAIN TO DO WHAT WE COULD FOR 
HIS BROTHER-ALTHOUGH HE EXPRESSED PUZZLEMENT OVER OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT JUAN BAUTISTA WAS FEARFUL THAT HIS 
LIFE WAS IN DANGER AS WELL (BUMPUS-CHAPLIN LETTER OF 
MARCH 30.). WHATEVER THE TRUTH OF THE DANGER ANGLE, WE 
REMAIN INTERESTED IN BEING RESPONSIVE TO UNDER SECRETARY 
YOFRE'S REQUEST (ALTHOUGH BASED ON WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR, WE 
SUSPECT THAT THE BROTHER WOULD BE HARD PUT TO EARN A 
SCHOLARSHIP ON HIS ACADEMIC MERITS ALONE). 

4. BEFORE MEETING WITH JUAN BAUTISTA, WE 

WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ABOUT 
PROPSPECTS FOR DROPPING THIS PROBLEM BACK IN ORFILE'A 
LAP AND SEEKING AN OAS GRANT, AS PER OUR REQUEST 
REFTEL. 

CASTRO 
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